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This assessment is not our usual 

evidence-based analysis; 

rather, given the lack of data, 

this assessment is more of a 

predictive analysis
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2016 Presidential Election
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Moment in History 

Mood of the Electorate
• Despite popularity of Obama, deep 

unease over core issues

– U.S. global standing (61%), crime (57%), race 

(67%), immigration (55%)

– Urban-Rural divide

• Pronounced distrust of Clinton

– Private email

– Clinton Foundation 
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The Election

Dispelling the Myth



6

The Election

Dispelling the Myth



7

The Election
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The Demise of the Democrats
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President-Elect Trump
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International Reaction
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The Trump Worldview

Isolationist “America First”

• Alliances as 
contractual 
transactions

• Challenges forward 
posture

• Opposes free trade 
deals

• Authoritarian appeal

Deeply-held beliefs (1987)
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The Trump Administration

• Candidate promises vs. Presidential 

commitments

– Limits of presidential pragmatism

– Institutional constraints

• Concerns & worries

– Limited experience

– Differences with Republicans

• Character & personality driving policy
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Broad Implications for U.S. 

Foreign Policy
• Despite domestic focus, other priorities

– Russian “reset” – Sanctions & deal on Syria

– Iran nuclear deal (difficult) & deeper 

commitment to Israel

• Reversal of Obama’s Pivot to Asia

– Edging Japan & South Korea closer to 

nuclear security; Ignoring North Korea

– Trade measures against China

• Degrading Euro-Atlantic security
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Implications for the 

South Caucasus
• Accommodation of Russian power & 

influence in “near abroad”

– Ukraine: annexation of Crimea endorsed

– Georgian NATO aspirations weakened

– Russian unilateral lead on Karabakh

– Baltic insecurity

• Moving closer to Turkey’s Erdogan

• Regional irrelevance & insignificance



Conclusion


